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and the American Academy of Pediat-
rics, H. Res. 112 is just one step towards
encouraging and emphasizing the use,
sharing, and incorporation of data and
innovation in improving the safety of
athletes and avoiding injury.

While that effort deals with on-the-
field success of our student athletes,
just as important is making sure we
are giving our next generation the
tools they need in innovation and ana-
lytics. In Congress, we should enable
continued research by making a com-
mitment to providing the next genera-
tion of innovators with the tools to
learn, develop, and ultimately succeed.

Indeed, STEM skills, the foundation
of innovation, lies in a dynamic, moti-
vated, and a well-educated workforce
equipped with science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics. As a
member of the Congressional STEM
Caucus, I will continue to be an advo-
cate for continued funding of STEM
curriculum in schools so that we can
equip the next generation of scientists
and mathematicians with the tools to
succeed. STEM classroom lessons can
be applied to sports and the data-col-
lection process. Our STEM students
will play a major role in leading the
way for greater success on the field.

The bottom line, we must all work
together to continue to keep our favor-
ite athletes and our children and our
teams on the field and in the game,
prevent injuries, and encourage life-
long habits that will allow our children
to lead healthier lives. By encouraging
the use of technology, we can ensure
our student athletes, our athletic
trainers, our parents, and our coaches
have the tools needed to keep our ath-
letes healthy and on the field instead
of on the sidelines.

——————

RESULTS OF THE IRAN NUCLEAR
DEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. TROTT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, here in
Congress we deal with a great number
of different matters, and we vote.
Sometimes we win, and sometimes we
lose. But I thought it was worth spend-
ing a moment this morning to take a
look at how the Iran nuclear deal is
going. We are 10 days since the deal has
been formally adopted, and here is the
update:

The Supreme Leader has already
begun redefining and testing the agree-
ment. Earlier this month, Iran tested
its new ballistic missile. The missile
has a 1,000-mile range, can carry a
1,600-pound payload. The only practical
use for this ballistic missile is to carry
a nuclear warhead.

The day after the test, Iran convicted
The Washington Post journalist they
have been holding. The day after that,
Iran arrested, apparently, an American
businessman.

In recent weeks, Iran has begun
partnering with Russia to undermine
our policy and goals in Syria. And, of
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course, Iran continues to hold the four
Americans.

This deal was predicated on Iran
changing its rogue behavior. We are 10
days into this deal, and so far, I have to
say, we are not off to a very good start.

————
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I think it
is important that constituents know
why their Members vote for and
against different things.

Yesterday, we saw the reauthoriza-
tion of the Export-Import Bank, and I
voted ‘“‘no” on that. Of course, I, like
probably every single Member of Con-
gress, have businesses in the district
that I represent that use the Export-
Import Bank to further their business,
hire their employees, and help their
community.

So why would somebody vote against
the Export-Import Bank? I am here to
tell you why.

We have a tradition in America of a
free-market value and its wanted
standing in the world. It is not by a
corrupt system of cronyism and polit-
ical favor, and that is what the Export-
Import Bank is to me.

Unfortunately, while many small
businesses in every community use the
Export-Import Bank, fully 98 percent of
businesses don’t use the Export-Import
Bank to do their exporting—98 percent.
But that is not really the issue. The
issue is other things.

For instance, between 2007 and 2014,
more than 51 percent of all Ex-Im sub-
sidies benefited just 10—10—corpora-
tions. One in particular benefited from
$66.7 billion in subsidies during the
past 7 years.

We can’t fix Social Security, and we
can’t afford our military. But we can
sure afford for 10 corporations to get 51
percent, because it is not really about
the small business in your community,
generally speaking. As a matter of
fact, foreign firms that receive most of
Ex-Im financing are large corporations
that primarily purchase exports from
U.S. conglomerates, not from Main
Street businesses.

Five of the top 10 buyers are state-
controlled and rake in millions of dol-
lars from their own governments, in
addition to Ex-Im Bank subsidies that
the taxpayers are on the hook for.

Five of 10 are involved in exploration,
development, and production of oil or
natural gas, these foreign firms col-
lecting subsidies from American tax-
payers at the same time that this ad-
ministration is restricting domestic oil
and gas operations right here at home.
Consequently, the Federal Government
has doubly disadvantaged U.S. energy
firms through excessive regulation and
Ex-Im Bank subsidies granted to for-
eign competitors.

Now, sometimes in Washington it is
not what you know, but it is who you
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know. Of the 16 members of the Ex-Im
Bank’s 2014 advisory committee, half,
fully half, were executives at compa-
nies or unions that directly benefited
from Ex-Im financing during their
term—fully half.

Does that sound remotely suspicious
to anybody?

Another five members represent com-
panies or unions that received Ex-Im
assistance shortly before they joined,
and I will give you an example.

Since 2011, former Energy Secretary
and New Mexico Governor Bill Richard-
son has held a seat on Spanish energy
company Abengoa’s international advi-
sory board. Shortly after joining the
firm, Mr. Richardson was appointed to
the Ex-Im advisory board, right around
the same time the two Ex-Im Bank
loans benefiting Abengoa were issued.
Fascinating coincidence. Those tax-
payer-backed loans totaled around $150
million.

Supporters of Ex-Im argue that the
advisory committee members being as-
sociated with their beneficiaries is a
positive feature. To the contrary, I
think it shows that a corporate cro-
nyism atmosphere exists at Ex-Im and
will continue to exist at Ex-Im.

The office of the IG and the GAO, the
Government Accountability Office, re-
peatedly document mismanagement,
dysfunction within Ex-Im, including
inefficient policies and procedures to
guard against waste, fraud, and abuse.
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Fully 124 investigations have been
initiated between October 2007 and
March 2014, as well as 792 separate
claims involving more than $500 mil-
lion, and 74 administrative actions
since April of 2009 in which bank offi-
cials were forced to act internally on
the basis of investigations by the in-
spector general.

The Congressional Budget Office re-
ported that Ex-Im programs actually
operate at a deficit, because we also
are told that it makes the American
taxpayer money; but we don’t really
know, because they use their own ac-
counting system not used anywhere
else. Actually, the CBO says that will
cost taxpayers $2 billion in the next
decade.

And you wonder why certain Mem-
bers of Congress don’t vote for this
thing. It is not about the small busi-
nesses in our communities that are
trying to do a good job and play by the
rules, because they are doing a good
job and playing by the rules. But there
is a bigger issue here. There is more to
the story.

The new bill that we just passed
guarantees an audit every 4 years—
every 4 years. But keep in mind that
Ex-Im currently has around 30 open in-
vestigations, 756 years of combined pris-
on time, 90 criminal indictments and
complaints, 49 criminal judgments,
more than $223 million in court-ordered
fines and restitution, and I could go on.

Mr. Speaker, the Ex-Im Bank doesn’t
do everything it could for small busi-
ness, but it does a lot for people that
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know people in this town. That is why
it must be reformed or ended.

———

UNRWA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
for years, I have been pushing for the
United States to reexamine its rela-
tionship with UNRWA, the U.N. Relief
and Works Agency.

UNRWA employs individuals affili-
ated with Hamas, a TU.S.-designated
terrorist organization that openly and
loudly incites violence against Israel;
yet the United States—which means
the U.S. taxpayer—sends nearly $300
million a year to this organization, to
UNRWA without questioning, without
scrutiny.

Just last week, the U.N. quietly sus-
pended several individuals after allega-
tions of incitement were brought forth
from the NGO U.N. Watch. And we
thank U.N. Watch for carefully looking
over this organization.

These allegations, Mr. Speaker, are
just the tip of the iceberg. We must not
continue to send taxpayer dollars to
UNRWA—again, that is the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency—and,
subsequently, to individuals tied to the
terror group Hamas in violation of our
laws.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, I reintroduced my bill that
would stop all U.S. contributions to
UNRWA until the organization purges
its payroll of individuals who incite vi-
olence against Israel and until that or-
ganization ends all its affiliations with
Hamas. Is that really too much to ask,
that we should demand that before
U.N. agencies get one penny of U.S.
taxpayer money that they must not in-
cite violence and that they must no
longer affiliate themselves with a U.S.-
designated terrorist organization?

So I urge my colleagues to support
this measure, to sign on as cosponsors,
and to lead in the effort to fight the in-
citement to violence against Israel.

HONORING JACINTO ACEBAL

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to pay tribute to an extraordinary
south Floridian and one of the most
highly decorated veterans of the Viet-
nam war, my dear friend Jacinto
Acebal.

Just last January, Mr. Acebal—or
““Ace,” as we all call him—was diag-
nosed with larynx cancer. The news hit
Ace like a ton of bricks; and, like so
many others diagnosed with this hor-
rible disease, the chances of a favorable
outcome looked disheartening.

However, no stranger to tough situa-
tions, Ace made a commitment to his
family that he was not going without a
fight. After a total of 8 chemotherapy
sessions, 33 radiation treatments, and 3
different surgeries, Ace is no longer
bedridden and has been declared can-
cer-free.

So I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Jacinto ‘‘Ace’ Acebal
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on this incredible milestone and wish-
ing him many years of good health
throughout his life.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Bishop Mar Awa Royel, Assyrian
Church of the East, Salida, California,
offered the following prayer:

In the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit; Amen.

Father of mercy and God of every
consolation, we come to You at this
hour asking You to bless our civil serv-
ants as they labor for our country and
its citizens. Grant them Your wisdom
and enlighten them with Your truth
that they might serve the greater good
of our country.

Strengthen them to be instruments
of peace and justice in our society
today. May they bring about reconcili-
ation and hope in our communities and
neighborhoods, and may they be exem-
plary citizens and servants to their
constituents, without distinction of
race or creed.

Father, we ask You to bless our land,
which has been a beacon of hope and a
refuge for the oppressed and the
marginalized. Grant freedom to the
captive, relief to the suffering, and
help us all to construct a better and
safer tomorrow for our future genera-
tions of Americans.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.
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The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Washington (Ms.
DELBENE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. DELBENE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING BISHOP MAR AWA
ROYEL

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DENHAM) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, it is my
great honor today to introduce to the
House our guest chaplain, Bishop Mar
Awa Royel.

Bishop Royel currently presides over
the Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian
Church of the East’s Diocese of Cali-
fornia and serves as Secretary of the
Holy Synod. He was consecrated as a
Bishop in 2008 and is the first Amer-
ican-born Bishop of the Assyrian
Church of the East.

Bishop Royel is one of five trustees of
the Assyrian Church of the East Relief
Organization. He is also the president
of the Commission on Inter-Church Re-
lations and Educational Development.

I have been honored to know Bishop
Royel and work with him to help raise
awareness of the plight of Assyrians in
the Middle East who are facing un-
speakable violence and persecution.
Many Central Valley residents have
family members who are suffering
under ISIL’s campaign of terror. I am
thankful for Bishop Royel’s efforts.
Bishop Royel is a gifted speaker, es-
teemed author, and leader of Califor-
nia’s large and faithful Assyrian com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in welcoming him today. We
thank him for offering this afternoon’s
opening prayer in the United States
House of Representatives.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HULTGREN). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————
HONORING PAULA NICHOLS

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize South La Porte
County Special Education Cooperative
Director Paula Nichols for her dedica-
tion to providing services to nearly
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